New Era at Harvard

they represented more or less the local religious and
political interests of the State. By virtue of its
political creation and its vaguely defined duties,
the Board assumed much authority; and often,
through its affirmative and its negative action,
proved a serious obstruction to needed changes in
the conduct of the university, while the very na-
ture of its local, political creation stood as a bar to
any broad interest in the university on the part of
its alumni.

In 1865 some broad-minded members of the
alumni sought to break up this archaic ministerial
and political alliance in the control of the univer-
sity. They succeeded in getting an act through the
Massachusetts Legislature on April 28, 1865, by
virtue of which the State entirely withdrew from
any further connection with the Board of Over-
seers, both on the part of its executive officers and
through the Legislature. By this act also it was
ordered, that, beginning with Commencement Day,
1866, all future members of the Board should be
elected by the alumni of the college.

Accordingly on Commencement Day, July 19,
1866, the new method of electing the Board of Over-
seers was inaugurated; and as the alumni on this
occasion held one of their triennial festivals, the
orator of the day, the Reverend Frederick H.
Hedge, D.D., an alumnus of the class of 1828, and a
liberal-minded Unitarian clergyman, took the occa-
sion of the coming of the alumni as an electorate
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